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SUBJECT: KOREAN- JAPANESE RELATIONS 

REF: A. SEOUL 6002; B. STATE 198225; C. TOKYO 11738; 

D. TOKYO 11802 

1. JAPANESE AMBASSADOR YASUKAWA CAME IN AFTERNOON 
SEPTEMBER 1 1 TO INFORM HABIB OF LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN 
ROKG/GOJ DISPUTE, WHICH COINCIDE WITH REPORTS FROM SEOUL 
(REF A) AND TOKYO (REF D). WE ARE RELIEVED THAT IMBROGLIO 
APPEARS TO BE MOVING AT LONG LAST TO SETTLEMENT. 

2. WORDING JAPANESE HAVE VOLUNTARILY ADOPTED CONCERNING 
"MORAL RESPONSIBILITY" AS WELL AS INDIRECT BUT NEVERTHELESS 
CLEAR REFERENCE IN LETTER TO CHOSEN SOREN, SHOWS THEY HAVE 
BEEN REMARKABLY FORTHCOMING IN AN EFFORT TO RESOLVE THIS 
PERPLEXING PROBLEM. AS WE NOW UNDERSTAND SITUATION, 
REMAINING OBSTACLE APPEARS TO BE INSISTENCE OF KOREANS 
THAT JAPANESE AGREE TO WRITTEN MINUTE OF DISCUSSION 
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IN SHIINA, JAPANESE HAVE CHOSEN AN EMISSARY OF CONSIDERABLE 
PRESTIGE AND REPUTATION, WHOM WE NOTE KOREANS ALSO 
CONSIDERED A TOP CHOICE FOR THIS DIFFICULT MISSION. GIVEN 
WILLINGNESS OF JAPANESE TO MEET KOREANS MORE THAN HALF WAY, 
WE BELIEVE THAT ROK DEMANDS FOR AGREED WRITTEN RECORD OF 
SHIINA'S DISCUSSIONS IS EXCESSIVE AND UNNECESSARY. IN OUR 
OPINION, GOJ HAS GONE AS FAR AS THEY CAN AND TIME HAS NOW 

COME TO BRING THIS DISTRESSING AFFAIR TO A CLOSE ON WHAT 
APPEARS TO US TO BE MUTUALLY REASONABLE TERMS. 

3. CHARGE INSTRUCTED TO MAKE ABOVE VIEWS KNOWN TO FONMIN 
KIM. ADDITIONALLY, YOU MAY SAY THAT WE HAVE BEFORE US 
OTHER MATTERS OF CONSIDERABLE URGENCY AFFECTING OUR MUTUAL 
INTERESTS. WITH THE UN OPENING NEXT WEEK, WE HAVE LOST 
ENOUGH TIME IN FACING THESE ISSUES. 

4. WHILE WE ARE HOPEFUL WE ARE CLOSE TO AN END OF THIS 
DISPUTE, SHOULD ANY SNARLS DEVELOP CHARGE SHOULD PROCEED 
IMMEDIATELY TO MAKE OUR VIEWS KNOWN PERSONALLY TO PRIMIN. 
KISSINGER 
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